OBJECTIVE: While previous reports of declining sperm counts in the fertile and unselected population are concerning, the most reliable indicator of male fertility, the total motile sperm count (TMSC), has not been previously evaluated (1, 2) . Furthermore, the TMSC trend in the subfertile population remains unknown.We sought to characterize the TMSC trend over time in a large sample of men from infertile couples in two large fertility centers on separate continents to determine if TMSC was declining over time. CONCLUSIONS: Although TMSC was found to marginally decrease over time, the clinical significance of this finding is unclear. This trend may reflect a selection bias, in that more infertile men are presenting for treatment each year, or adverse effects of environmental factors. Whatever the underlying etiology, the shift in groups over time is clinically relevant, as treatment strategies differ by categorization. Longer follow up is necessary to confirm TMSC trends in the infertile population.
